
Want to make money 
but just don’t have 
the time to get any 
chores done?  Check 
out these extra tips 
and ideas for manag-
ing the things you 

need to do around your home:  
 
Don’t procrastinate. Procrastination means 
putting things off until later, when you should 
be doing them now. Most people procrasti-
nate…but it usually makes things worse. The 
sooner you get something done, the sooner 
you can move on to other stuff that might be 
more fun.  
 
No complaints. Many of us like to whine, 
grumble, and try to get out of the things we 
need to do. It’s a big time waster (and proba-
bly annoying to     others). For example, you 
might spend ten minutes trying to get out of 
sweeping the kitchen, but actually doing it 
would only take you five!  
 
Keep a regular schedule. Instead of   getting to 
your chores “whenever,” keep a regular time for 
doing certain tasks. This way, when 6:00pm 
rolls around, you’ll know that it’s time to set 

the table, or 
when you step off the school bus, you take the 
trash out right away. If family members know 
the schedule, they can remind you, as in “Hey, 
isn’t it time to pick up your room?”  
 
Make a list. Try making a list of all of your 
chores. Put it in an obvious place, like on the 
fridge, and use magnets to indicate if you’ve 
done, or haven’t done, a task. With this big 
reminder staring you in the face every time you 
go for a snack, you probably won’t forget what 
you’re supposed to do.  
Make it fun. As crazy as it may sound, doing 
your household chores can actually be enjoy-
able. For instance, time yourself to see if you 
can beat your record for cleaning up (but still 
do a good job). Or, put on your favorite music 
so you can dance and sing while you fold     
laundry. If you face chores with a positive atti-
tude and some energy, you’ll get through them 
quicker and probably won’t dread them so 
much the next time.  
 
Get in the habit of doing your chores and soon  
they won’t seem so hard or time consuming.  
Already getting paid for doing chores?  Ask for 
a raise!  L:earn how on Page 2. 

— It’s My Life 

Did You 
Know? 

 

On the back of the 

$100 bill the hands on 

the clock are set to 

about 4:10.  No one 

knows why that particu-

lar time was chosen.  

Grab a magnifying glass 

and check it out! 
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Want a Raise in Allowance? Ask For It! 

Top Time Wasters 

appointment.  
 
Texting.  Don’t get caught in the text 
message trap.  Ask yourself if you really 
need to text someone or are you just 
bored?  If someone texts you, do you 
need to respond or are they just letting 
you know about something?  Avoid the 
urge to text back every time someone 
sends you a message. 
 

— It’s My Life 
 

after dinner.”  
 
The ‘Net. Like with TV, try to 
make a habit of only going online 
for certain things. For instance, 
give yourself a daily “e-mail   
period” or let yourself play two 
rounds of a new game. If you like 
to IM your friends in the evenings, set 
aside a specific time for that and let them 
know that’s when you’ll be online.  
 
The Phone. It’s easy for a five-minute 
chat with your BFF to turn into a two-
hour gossip fest. To avoid this, give  
yourself a phone-call time limit and ask 
family members to help you stick to it. If 
there’s something you need to discuss 
with someone, and you think it will take 
some time, schedule that phone call like 
you would any other activity or         

Want a raise in your allowance?  Here 
are some things to think about before 
you ask your parents for more money. 
 
Prove to your parents that you are     
responsible about money.  Don't spend 
all your money as soon as you get it.  
Have a reasonable budget and stick to it.  
Take care of what you do have, like  
hanging up your clothes, making sure to 
shut the refrigerator door and not leaving 
your stuff lying around.  
 
Offer to take on some new responsibili-

ties around the house.  If you want more 
money, you may need to add to your 
chore list. 
 
Show your parents your weekly and 
monthly budget.  Be organized.     
Sometimes we need more money because 
things are more expensive.  Maybe it now 
costs $8.25 to go to the movies when it 
used to be only $7.50.  Explain this to 
your parents.  
 
Remain calm and don't get overly     
emotional. Listen to what your parents 

have to say then explain your feelings to 
them.  If you stay calm you'll come 
across as more mature. 
 
Talk to your parents when they are in a 
good mood.  Don't interrupt them when 
they're watching TV or talking on the 
phone.  In fact, it might be a good idea 
to make an appointment with them so 
they can give you their full attention.   
 
Asking for more money can be scary, but 
you'll never get that raise unless you ask! 

Have trouble getting all your chores 
done on time.  Avoid Time Wasters.!  
We know these things vacuum up our 
time…yet it can be SO hard to keep 
them under control. Here are some 
strategies to make that easier:  
 
TV. Instead of plopping down in front of 
the tube to watch “whatever’s on,” pick 
out which specific shows you want to see 
and fit those into your schedule. If you 
need a chill session and just want to 
channel surf, set yourself a time limit.  
 
Video Games. It’s one thing to play your 
favorite new game for two hours on a 
Saturday, and another to make it a daily 
habit. Limit your gaming time or use it 
as a reward for getting other things done, 
like, “If I get my math homework     
finished, I can turn on Playstation     
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Can you spot  

5 differences? 



  Apple Printing get paint on yourself! 
An easy and very effective project is to 
decorate a plain tote with apple stamps cut 
from top to bottom (making an apple 
shape) in a horizontal line around the tote.    
 
You can make a wreath by using two colors 
of green paint and apples cut through the 
middle (to make circles with 'star' centers). 
Then take a sponge, cut a triangle (for 1/2 
of the bow) and dip it into red paint - add 
the bow. To make dark green paint, add a 
little black paint at a time to some green 
paint.    
 
You can also make a fun gift for a parent, 
grandparent or caregiver by brushing the 
paint onto your hands and decorating the 
shirt or tote with those special handprints. 

 — Kaboose 
 

two very different prints you can get by 
cutting apples in half through the middle 
OR from the top to bottom.  When you 
cut them in half through the stem, dip 
them in red and green paint, you’ll make 
a very nice-looking collage of apple 
shapes.  When you cut them through the 
middle you’ll make a circle stamp with a 
star in the middle.  
 
To paint on a t-shirt or tote, put a thick 
layer of paper inside the shirt/tote to 
prevent the paint from bleeding through 
to the back of the fabric. You’ll want to 
use fabric paint for good results. Don't 
forget to wear old clothing in case you 

Halloween is a great time to be 
creative. Whether you're going trick-or-
treating, attending a Halloween party, or 
just looking for something to do, it's fun 
to make your own costume and let your 
imagination go wild!  
 
Make sure to give yourself enough time 
make your costume. It might take a few 
weeks, so start early.  
 
What do you want to be?  The first step 
in making your costume is deciding what 
you want to be. You could be a ghost, a 
witch, an angel, or a pirate. Do you want 
to be a tiger, a cat, a leopard, a mouse, a 
dog, or an elephant? You could be a 

flower, a bird, the moon, or a shining 
star. Or you could dress up like a person 
or a character, such as a teacher, astro-
naut, movie star, dancer, football player, 
cheerleader, scientist, or doctor.  
 
If you're still not sure what you want to 
be, look around your house for things 
that catch your eye and start a Halloween 
costume pile (be sure to ask first). 
Search for things that can be made into, 
or be part of, your costume. Collect fab-
ric, ribbon, rope, old socks, buttons, 
buckles, gloves, hats, ties, and unwanted 
clothing.  Even if something seems silly 
or strange, put it in your Halloween pile.  
 

Once you have a big pile, ask your 
friends and family to judge "the look" as 
you try things on, and start combining 
items to make a costume. Use your 
imagination to create something that will 
trick others into believing you're some-
thing else! Have fun with it! Listen to 
every idea. A silly suggestion from your 
brother might end up being a really great 
costume.  
 
Complete your costume by creating or 
collecting accessories--the stuff that goes 
along with your costume, such as a hat, 
shield, mask, jewelry, hair, boa, or wig. 
 
The treat comes when you've completed 
your costume. Check it out in front of a 
mirror and give yourself a pat on the 
back for your hard work. And remember 
to ask someone to take a picture of you! 

— Googolplex 

Make Your Own Halloween Costume 

Create a stamp 
with apples and begin printing your own 
designs on everything from wrapping 
paper to T-shirts! 
 
What You’ll Need: 
• Apples 
• Paint 
• Paper plate, shallow tray, or wide 

paint brushes  
• Something to print on, like paper 
• Newspapers to protect the table  
• Knife to cut the apple 
 
Directions: 
Apple printing is always fun! There are 
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