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People spend a lot of money buying 
cards for others every year. But why 
spend that much money when you 
can make your own cards? Cards 
can cost anywhere from $3.99 to 
$7.99 for a regular card. When you 
make your own, you only have 
to pay around $4 for 25 cards.  
Making homemade greeting cards 
is really easy, especially when you 
have help.

First get your supplies
To make your own greeting cards, you need:

• Envelopes
• Store-bought blank cards or construction paper
• Art supplies for decorating

You can find blank card packs at craft stores or in the craft 
section of grocery stores. Remember—they are still blank.  
You will need things like colored pencils, ribbons, glitter, 
paint, stamps, hole punches and glue to decorate the cards. 
The thing is, when you use glue, you have to wait for the 
glue to dry.  It is best to try to use the least amount of glue 
possible so the card won’t stick to the envelope.  I use little 
pieces of glue called “Glue Dots.” You can buy them in craft 
stores.

What I also like to do with cards is to use pictures and mat 
them. Matting is where you find a piece of colored paper 

that goes with the picture and glue it on 
behind. This makes the picture stand out.

Homemade Cards 
and Stamps

Make Your Own Stamps
Craft foam stamps leave a nice, sharp image. 
Draw your design in reverse on adhesive-backed 
craft foam. Cut out the shape and stick it to a 
wood block or sturdy cardboard. Stamp with an 
ink pad.
Clay makes great stamps too! Roll air-drying 
modeling clay into a ball. Create a flat surface by 
pressing the ball onto a table. For letters, push a 
plastic letter magnet, magnet side out, into the flat 
circle. Or form a shape of your own. Add details 
with a fork, pencil point and marker cap. Use the 

stamp with an ink pad before the clay dries.
You can also experiment with gluing household items to 
wood blocks or cardboard and “inking” them in a shallow 
dish of paint.  For example, use bubble wrap, rubber bands 
or corrugated cardboard. (FamilyFun Magazine, December/
January 2014)

Watch where your money goes
Try using craft supplies that you already own...otherwise 
you’ll be spending money you could save instead.  Buying 
special scissors or items to crimp or decorate the cards may 
be an expensive addition to your craft supplies.  Unless you 
are planning on making and selling huge amounts of cards, 
it’s best to use recycled pictures, stamps and paint.

About the Contributor
10-year old Camryn from Ridgefield, WA likes to make her own crafts in order to save money.  For more ideas on other creative gifts, visit 
Googolplex at: www.tinyurl.com/n6aotge

Check This Out, Matey!

Plinky’s Create-a-Card allows kids to spend 
free virtual currency to “buy” and print their 
own card template from home. It’s a great way to learn money skills!
Visit: www.usmint.gov/kids/games/plinkysCreateACard
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The graceful branches of these evergreens are made 
from tracings of your hands. To create one, coat 
regular paper with green paint (the reverse side 
will also show, so perhaps use green paper). 
You’ll need 5 to 10 sheets (and roughly 10 
to 20 tracings), depending on the size of your 
hands and the height of your tree. 

1. While the paint dries, roll 
and tape a sheet of thick green 
paper into a 9 or 12.5 inch tall 
cone, then trim the bottom 
edge so that it sits flat. 

2. Trace your hands onto the 
paper and cut out the 
shapes.

3. Glue the hands to 
the cone, starting 
at the bottom and 
overlapping them as 
you go.

4. To top the tree, tape a yellow construction paper star 
to a toothpick and insert it into the cone.

(FamilyFun Magazine, December/January 2014)

Is a holiday close at hand, or do you know someone 
whose birthday is coming up? You’re probably searching 
for a gift idea. If you only had a hint...and then there’s 
the problem of having the money to buy the gift once 
you get an idea. But great gifts don’t have to cost a lot. 
You can make gifts with style and flair—all it takes is a 
little time and creativity.

Think about the other person
For a minute, take your mind off the cost of a gift or what 
to get. Think about the person you want to give a gift 
to. What is he like? How does she spend her time?  See 
your friend or relative in your mind, doing the things 
he or she usually does. You can see him collecting coins. 
You can see her competing in a bicycle race.  When you 
take that minute away from worrying about cost or what 

to give, you’ll get ideas for things you can do or give 
that person that will really mean something special. 
What can you give or do that will come from your 

heart and fit your friend’s personality?

Think about your talents
What skills do you have, and what do you like to 

do? For example, do you like to make different kinds of 
knots? Boys and girls both like hemp jewelry, made by 
tying knots in hemp twine of different colors. Do you 
like working on arts or crafts? For other projects such 
as comic strips and special ideas that won’t empty your 

piggy bank, visit the Googolplex site at:  
www.tinyurl.com/qab4s56

Unique Gifts

Gifts That Don't 
Cost Money

Maybe even make a holiday 
wreath using traced 
hands and different 
colored paper!

Handy Idea!
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Create Your Own Games

Have Some Fun on 
Your Travels

long john's 
jumble!

Aye 

for an

EYE!

Long John's 

Eye Tricks!

What do you see?

Do you see the letter 
"E" or just black 
lines?

Thanksgiving

(www.puzzles.ca)

(www.eyetricks.com)

Did you know there are many websites dedicated to 
designing your own games? It’s fun, it’s easy—and most 
importantly, it’s free!

Livewire Puzzles
www.puzzles.ca/freefun.html 
This site allows you to create your own free puzzles such 
as word searches, optical illustions, sudoku and puzzle 
cards just to name a few.  This site generated the Long 
John’s Jumble for Thanksgiving (top left).

Eyetricks.com
www.eyetricks.com/illusions.htm
Select from over 70 different optical illustion galleries.  
The games are fun, and some can be printed out for 
activities. This website generated the “Aye for Eye” illusion 
(bottom left).

Free Coloring Pages
www.crayola.com
This great website allows you to choose from ready-to-
print coloring pages with many different themes and 
pictures. Endless fun!

While you are out and about running holiday errands 
with your family, print out and play Beach Municipal FCU 
Holiday Scavenger Hunt Bingo (next page)!  As you run 
around town (or even your own neighborhood), take this 
sheet with you and cross off each item as you see it.  Play 
with your friends and with your parents.  The winner is 
the first person to complete any of the following:
• Diagonal row
• Horizontal row
• Vertical row
• Four corners
• Whole card  
You determine the prize; and most of all, you will have fun 
doing it!



FREE 

$

BINGOHOLIDAY SCAVENGER HUNT

BEACH MUNICIPAL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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Color  and Hang It Up!
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Beach Municipal FCU 
has joined forces with the 
Virginia Aquarium & Marine 
Science Center to save the 
sea turtles, and we need 
your help!  

We’ve created a foldable sea turtle bank that 
encourages children to save change for the Aquarium’s 
conservation efforts while also learning about money.  

Everyone who participates receives a prize!  The top 
savers each season will be entered into a grand prize 
drawing in which they could win the opportunity to 
help release a stranded sea turtle back into the wild, 
name a baby sea turtle on exhibit, win an Aquarium 
membership, Busch Gardens tickets and so much more!  

Time is running out for our “Save the Sea Turtle” 
Small Change Program! The Seasonal Saver contest 
ends on December 30th, so bring your turtle bank 
donations to the Thalia or Marketplace branches 
today!  Don’t have a turtle bank yet? Banks can be 
picked up at the Aquarium or any Beach Municipal 
FCU location. It’s not too late to donate!

Visit our website for more information about the Small 
Change program and a full list of prizes.

Top 5 Seasonal Savers Prize

Grand Prize Pack

• Two Aquarium admission tickets 
• Sea Turtle Behind-the-Scenes for up to 4 people
• Beach Municipal FCU prize pack
• Small plush sea turtle
• Listing on Aquarium website

• Aquarium “Crab” Membership
• Behind-the-Scenes tour with the 
  Stranding Response team 
• Hands on help returning a sea turtle to the wild
• Name a baby sea turtle on exhibit
• Movie & Busch Gardens tickets
• Goody bag & more!

You Can Save the Turtles!

Remember the Sea Turtles 
in Your Holiday Giving!


