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Hobby to Business: 

Cork Critters
Cork Critters
I have a small business that I call “Cork 
Critters.” Cork Critters are miniature 
animals that I make out of knick-knacks 
like spools, dice, electrical connectors, 
screws, buttons and obviously, corks. No 
two are alike!
To put together the critters I have to use 
various tools, including:

• A glue gun
• A small hand saw 
• Wire clippers 
• My imagination

After I construct the critters, I wrap them 
in tissue paper, tuck them into animal 
cracker boxes and make labels to put on 
the top of each box with their names on 
them.

How can a handful of screws, corks and 
broken jewelry turn into a business? 

If you’re wondering, let me show you!

continued...

From hobby to business
My business started with just making the 
critters for fun and then giving them away. 
Then, my mom bought a few to give to her 
friends as Christmas gifts.
Later, my mom’s friends saw them and 
asked if they could buy them. When I sold 
them as gifts and people gave them away, 
I got free advertising because the labels 
had my contact info on them.
Today I get many requests from people 
who received critters as gifts and wanted 
some to give to their friends.

First comes pricing
Once you start a business, there is a lot 
more work than you’d think. The first step 
when running a business is to make sure 
you are always pricing your item so that 
you can make a profit.
Profit = Price – cost.

One of the costs that I have to pay 
attention to is the cost of the animal 
cracker boxes. I buy two types: One type 
costs $1.50 and the other costs $.60. 
However, the cheaper ones are smaller 
so I can’t always use them for my larger 
critters.
Other costs are the tissue paper I use to 
wrap and protect the animals and labels for 
printing the animals’ names on.
Time is another factor. I constantly need 
to decide how much time each critter is 
worth and how much I charge for the time I 
spend on the critters.

Next comes the bill
Once you have established that you will 
make a profit that justifies your time, you 
have to worry about invoices.
An invoice is a record of what the customer 
owes you. In most cases my customers 
give me a deposit in the beginning and 
then slowly pay me the rest of the money 
to add up to the final balance, or full 
amount that they owe me.

Credit: Googolplex AJ’s
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What’s next?
Right now my business is more like a hobby than anything else. If I were 
going to expand my business there are several crucial things that I would 
do to improve and keep my business functioning:

• Make a business plan of how many critters I could make in one day.
• Keep a detailed record book of all the customers who buy from me, 
how many critters they bought and when they bought them from me.
• Consider marketing: At the moment, all my marketing is word-of-
mouth.
• Pay taxes.
• Pay workers.
• Do something with all the crackers.
• Find a place to store the building supplies.

page 9 Mind Your Money solution

Enjoy the ride
When running a business you need to 
enjoy it and have some fun. I enjoy running 
a business because I make a profit, I get 
to use my imagination and I like to make 
customers happy.
If you want, you can make your own 
business by combining what you enjoy 
doing and your skills. Just know that once 
you get into the business it takes a lot of 
skill and knowledge to keep it running.

continued.



THE COMPLIMENT GAME
This game is good to play when you have a group!
1) Break into smaller groups; give each person a piece of paper. 
2) Ask them to tear it into pieces–one for each person in the group. 
3) On each piece of paper they should write the person’s name, and then list all of the positive 
characteristics they can think of about that individual. Focus on personality traits and behaviors, not 
physical attributes.
4) When each person has completed their lists, they should put all of them into a box. An adult in 
the group can read aloud all of the positive comments about each person. 

If you want, you can keep your list in a folder 
or notebook. Then, when you are feeling a 
little down about yourself, you can read about 
how wonderful other people think you are.

Courtesy: kidactivities.net
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What you need:

Scissors • pencil • glue 
two pieces of card stock - different colors

fun tape and/or markers to decorate

The inside piece of card stock 
needs to be cut to 7.5 inches by 

10 inches, and then folded in half.
using the fold as the middle, take your 
pencil and draw half of a heart. draw a 

dotted line along the outside edge.

keeping your paper folded, 
cut along the line that you drew, 

skipping the dotted area. fold your heart out to the left. fold your heart out to the right.

valentine’s day!valentine’s day!
add a little           toadd a little           to
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You should now be able to pull it out 
in the middle, achieving the pop-out look!

fold your other piece of card stock in half.

place your cut out heart in the 
center and glue into place. Make sure 

to get the edges really good!

use some fun washi or glitter tape 
to add some fun details.

use your markers and imagination to add your message, and share the love!
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T
here are all kinds of “credit”—you can 
take all the credit, give credit where 
credit is due or earn extra credit in 

class.
There’s also another type of credit—
financial credit—that deals with borrowing 
money.
You probably borrow money from friends 
and family. Pretty soon you might be 
interested in borrowing from your credit 
union.
Whether or not you can do that will depend 
on a special kind of grade. It’s called a 
“credit score.”

What’s a credit score?
Your credit score is a lot like the As, Bs and 
Cs on your report card. Your grades show 
what kind of student you are, and your 
credit score shows what kind of money 
manager you are.
Your credit score is a three-digit number 
that helps lenders decide whether or not to 
lend you money, and at what price.
That number is based on mathematical 
formulas that use your habits and 
borrowing history to find out how likely you 
are to pay back a loan.

Here’s an example
Your friend Steve always asks you for 
money to get a soda during lunch and he 
has never paid you back.
Steve just asked you for $10. 
Before you give him the money, consider 
his track record:
He asks you for money all the time. 
He’s never paid you back.
And then he always asks for more.
Even if he intends to pay you back, he 
doesn’t have any money to do so because 
he doesn’t have a part-time job or an 
allowance!
From that information, you know you’d 
never see that $10 again.

Think of all the unpaid money
Think of all the times you’ve borrowed a 
dollar from a friend or parent that you didn’t 
pay back.
If all of that unpaid money appeared on 
your credit report, what would it look like?
Congratulations! You’ve just used an 
informal credit score. You’ve decided not 
to lend Steve the money based on his bad 
habit of never paying you back.
Your credit score shows how much money 
you’ve borrowed, how much you owe and 

how well you’ve done at paying it back. 
It follows you wherever you go and can 
change over time.
Your credit score helps lenders determine 
how dependable you are. The better your 
score, the more options you will have.
Even though you’re only a kid, it’s important 
to start thinking about credit scores.

Why should you care?
Life is full of necessities that are far more 
important—and far more costly—than soda.
The day will come when you need to buy a 
car, pay your way through college or buy a 
house.
Most people don’t have enough cash lying 
around to pay for these things. That’s 
where credit comes in.
If you start thinking about your future now, 
and practice good habits, you’ll be ready 
when it’s time to start building your credit 
and take out loans. 

It’s all about freedom
A good credit score means freedom to buy 
what you want and freedom of knowing that 
you’re covered in case of a big expense.
And really, isn’t freedom what it’s all about?

Get Ready for Your 

Credit Score

Credit: Googolplex AJ’s



mind your 
money!

Don’t borrow what you can’t repay.
Before you borrow, look at your 
budget to make sure you can afford 
to repay the new loan, and make sure 
you repay it. This shows that you are 
credit wise and more likely to be able 
to borrow again in the future.

Dollar
Credit
Debt
Income
Loan
Account
Coins
Sale

Check
Currency
Taxes
Money
Stocks
Supply
Bond

Money Tricks
Based on 12 Principles That Every Young Person 
Should Know, from The Jumpstart Coalition for 
Personal Financial Literacy.
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Answers on page 4
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